
Fighting Words
F O R  Y O U R  W R I T I N G  M I N I S T R Y

S H A N N O N  P O P K I N



Be  sobe r -m inded ;  be  wa tch fu l .  You r
adve rsa ry  t he  dev i l  p row ls  a round  l i ke  a
roa r i ng  l i on ,  seek ing  someone  to  devou r .

We  des t roy  a rgumen ts  and  eve ry
lo f t y  op in ion  ra i sed  aga ins t  t he
know ledge  o f  God ,  and  take  eve ry
though t  cap t i ve  t o  obey  Ch r i s t .
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I Peter 5:8

For  t hough  we  wa l k  i n  t he  f l esh ,  we  a re  no t
wag ing  wa r  acco rd ing  t o  t he  f l esh .  Fo r  t he
weapons  o f  ou r  wa r fa re  a re  no t  o f  t he  f l esh
bu t  have  d i v i ne  power  t o  des t roy  s t rongho lds .  

II Corinthians 10:3-5

waging war = destroying
arguments with truth
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Who do you think you are—to step out as a leader?

What do YOU have to say that hasn’t already been said?

You’re a hypocrite.

Look at the mess you’ve made. How could you possibly guide anyone else?

Look at your own family. Isn't it obviously that you can't help  anyone?

 You'll never measure up. You should be ashamed of yourself for trying.

You’ve put a target on your marriage/ children/ home. Step away from this
ministry or you’ll regret it.

Look how you’ve failed. Doesn’t this disqualify you to help others? 
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Tearing Down Shame's Arguments
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Nothing—not even Satan's schemes—can separate me from God's love for me
(Romans 8:38-39).

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1)

God rescued me and brought me from darkness to light. He redeemed me and
has forgiven me completely (Colossians 1:13-14). 

God has removed my sin as far as the east is from the west (Psalm 103: 12). 

Shame's Arguments:
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waging war = destroying arguments with truth
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Pride's Arguments:

Tearing Down Pride's Arguments
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I answer to God, not the other way around. (Acts 7:49-51)

It's wrong to put God to the test, or demand a "sign". (Matthew 4:7, 8:11)

God is for the humble and against the proud. (James 4:7)

Submitting to God is part of resisting the devil. (James 4:7)

I must get rid of bitterness and anger, and be kind and compassionate to
others. (Ephesians 4:31-32)

How dare they ask me to write without pay?

This is beneath me. They're lucky to even have me!

I should be speaking somewhere more hip or to larger crowds; not to old ladies.

God had better turn this around for me, or he's going to lose a key player. 

I've done everything right. How could God let this happen?

They have no right to brush me aside like that. I need to stand up for myself. 

I am far more gifted! Why isn’t God using me instead of her?

waging war = destroying arguments with truth
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Temptations's Arguments:

Tearing Down Temptation's Arguments
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Temptation is common to all. God will provide a way out. (I Corinthians 10:13)

Jesus, who was tempted, will come to my aid. (Hebrews 2:18)

My fight is a spiritual battle, and I need to armor up. (Ephesians 6:11-13)

I am a new creation. The old has gone and the new has come. (II Corinthians
5:7)

I am dead to sin and alive in Christ. (Romans 6:11-12)

It’s hopeless. I’ll never have victory.

This isn't that big of a deal. The risk is minimal.

Technically, this isn’t wrong. Not if you look at the whole picture.

No one will ever know. No one can see.

I'm the exception. I'm special.
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waging war = destroying arguments with truth
 



“I am sending you to open their eyes, so

that they may turn from darkness to light

and from the power of Satan to God.” 

"But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient

for you, for my power is made perfect in

weakness.” 
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